
 

NINTH GRADE 
 

World History:  1500 to the Present 
 
Students will: 
 
E G H PS 
   

 1. Describe developments in Italy and Northern Europe during the 
Renaissance period with respect to humanism, arts and literature, 
intellectual development, increased trade, and advances in technology. 

 
    

 
♦ Objective 9.1.1: Define humanism. 
♦ Objective 9.1.2: Describe the contributions of the Renaissance with 

respect to humanism, arts and literature, intellectual development, 
increased trade, and advances in technology. 

Examples: invention of the printing press, works of 
Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci, Christopher 
Columbus’s route to Asia   

 
E G H PS 

   
 2. Describe the role of mercantilism and imperialism in European 

exploration and colonization in the sixteenth century, including the 
Columbian Exchange. 

 
    

 
♦ Objective 9.2.1: Describe the effects of mercantilism and 

imperialism on exploration and colonization in the sixteenth 
century. 

Examples: imports, exports, supply and demand, employment 
opportunities, raw materials, finished products 

 Objective 9.2.2: Describe the impact of the Columbian Exchange on 
Native Americans.  

Example: exchange of foods and diseases  
 

Additional content to be taught: 
• Describing the impact of the Commercial Revolution on European 

society 
• Identifying major ocean currents, wind patterns, landforms, and 

climates affecting European exploration 
Example: marking ocean currents and wind patterns on a map 

 
E G H PS 
   

 3. Explain causes of the Reformation and its impact, including tensions 
between religious and secular authorities, reformers and doctrines, the 
Counter-Reformation, the English Reformation, and wars of religion. 

 

    

 
♦ Objective 9.3.1: Define Reformation, counter-Reformation, English 

Reformation, and religious and secular authorities.  
♦ Objective 9.3.2: Compare viewpoints of religious and secular 

authorities.. 
Examples: Roman Catholic Church and Protestant 

Reformation, Martin Luther and the Ninety-five 
Theses, John Calvin and Calvinism  
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 4. Explain the relationship between physical geography and cultural 
development in India, Africa, Japan, and China in the early Global 
Age, including trade and travel, natural resources, and movement and 
isolation of peoples and ideas. 

 
♦ Objective 9.4.1: Relate cultural development to physical geography 

in India, Africa, Japan, and China.  
Examples: religious beliefs, races, languages 

 
 Additional content to be taught:  

• Depicting the general location of, size of, and distance between 
regions in the early Global Age 

Example: drawing sketch maps 
 
E G H PS 
    

 5. Describe the rise of absolutism and constitutionalism and their impact 
on European nations. 

 
♦ Objective 9.5.1: Define absolutism according to Thomas Hobbes 

and constitutionalism according to John Locke. 
♦ Objective 9.5.2: Identify the Petition of Rights and the English Bill 

of Rights. 
Example: comparing the English Bill of Rights with the 

United States Bill of Rights 
 

 Additional content to be taught: 
• Contrasting philosophies of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke and  

the belief in the divine right of kings 
• Comparing absolutism as it developed in France, Russia, and 

Prussia, including the reigns of Louis XIV, Peter the Great, and 
Frederick the Great 

• Identifying major provisions of the Petition of Rights and the 
English Bill of Rights 

 
E G H PS 
    
    

 6. Identify significant ideas and achievements of scientists and 
philosophers of the Scientific Revolution and the Age of 
Enlightenment. 

 
Examples: Scientific Revolution—astronomical theories of 

 Copernicus and Galileo, Newton’s law of gravity; 
Age of Enlightenment—philosophies of Montesquieu, 
 Voltaire, and Rousseau 

 
♦ Objective 9.6.1: Describe the Scientific Revolution and the Age of 

Enlightenment. 
 Objective 9.6.2: Identify significant ideas and achievements of 

scientists during the Scientific Revolution. 
 Objective 9.6.3: Identify significant ideas of philosophers during the 

Age of Enlightenment. 
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 7. Describe the impact of the French Revolution on Europe, including 
political evolution, social evolution, and diffusion of nationalism and 
liberalism. 

 
♦ Objective 9.7.1: Describe events leading to the French Revolution.  

 
 Additional content to be taught: 

• Identifying causes of the French Revolution 
• Describing the influence of the American Revolution upon the 

French Revolution 
• Identifying objectives of different groups participating in the 

French Revolution 
• Describing the role of Napoleon as an empire builder 

 
E G H PS 
    

 8. Compare revolutions in Latin America and the Caribbean, including 
Haiti, Colombia, Venezuela, Argentina, Chile, and Mexico. 

 
♦ Objective 9.8.1: Explain significant factors leading to revolutions in 

Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 

Additional content to be taught: 
• Identifying the location of countries in Latin America 
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 9. Describe the impact of technological inventions, conditions of labor, 
and the economic theories of capitalism, liberalism, socialism, and 
Marxism during the Industrial Revolution on the economics, society, 
and politics of Europe. 

 
 Objective 9.9.1: Define capitalism, liberalism, socialism, and 

Marxism. 
♦ Objective 9.9.2: Identify reasons why the Industrial Revolution 

began in England and spread to other parts of Europe. 
 

Additional content to be taught: 
• Identifying important inventors in Europe during the Industrial 

Revolution 
• Comparing the Industrial Revolution in England with later 

revolutions in Europe 
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 10. Describe the influence of urbanization during the nineteenth century 
on the Western World. 

 
Examples: interaction with the environment, provisions for public 

health, increased opportunities for upward mobility, 
changes in social stratification, development of 
Romanticism and Realism, development of Impressionism 
and Cubism 

 
♦ Objective 9.10.1: Identify leaders and major effects of nineteenth-

century social reform movements on the Western World. 
Examples: leaders—Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady 

 Stanton, Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass; 
effects—Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and 
 Nineteenth Amendments; Emancipation 
 Proclamation 

  
 Additional content to be taught: 

• Describing the search for political democracy and social justice in 
the Western World 

Examples: European Revolution of 1848, slavery and 
emancipation in the United States, emancipation of 
serfs in Russia, universal manhood suffrage, 
women’s suffrage 
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 11. Describe the impact of European nationalism and Western 
imperialism as forces of global transformation, including the 
unification of Italy and Germany, the rise of Japan’s power in East 
Asia, economic roots of imperialism, imperialist ideology, colonialism 
and national rivalries, and United States imperialism. 

 
♦ Objective 9.11.1: Define nationalism and imperialism.  
♦ Objective 9.11.2: Describe factors that caused European nationalism 

and Western imperialism to become forces of global transformation. 
 

 Additional content to be taught: 
• Describing resistance to European imperialism in Africa, Japan, 

and China 
 


